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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) economic and social state of farmers in
Pongtalong Sub-District, Pak Chong District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province; (2) their mango production; (3)
their problems and suggestions on mango production; and (4 ) their agricultural extension needs of
mango production. The population in this study was 129 farmers who were registered as a mango farmer
in Pongtalong Sub-District, Pak Chong District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province with the Office of Agriculture
in Pak Chong District in 2014. The fomula of Yamane at 95% confidence was used to identify sample
group and a number of 98 samples were selected by using simple random sampling methodology. The
data were collected by interviewing the studied farmers. The statistical methodology used to analyze
the data were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.
The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were male, with average age
at 47.6 years. They were educated at primary level. Their average number of household labor and labor
outside their household were 2.18 persons and 4.78 persons respectively. The average period of their
experience of producing mangoes was 6.92 years.The variety of mango used Nam Dog Mai. The average
of their occupied area used in cultivating mango trees was 19.35 rai, Almost all of the land in their
occupied area was their own land. Their average income deriving from mango production was 39,161
baht/rai, while the average of their expenditure on mango production was 17,581 baht/rai. They paid, at
the highest level, for chemicals used in mango production, average at 9,372 baht/rai, and they mostly
used their own capital. Most of them were not a member of any farmer group 69.4%, and 66.3% is
member of any farmer group . They used to participate in training courses on mango production 81.6%,
and they had received information on mango production from their neighbors 88.8%. (2) the studied
farmers prepared their mango cultivating area by plowing roughly for the first time and plowing in regular
furrows for the second timefor 1-2 times. They dug holes in 30x30x30 cm for growing their mango trees,
and lined the bottom of the holes with chemical fertilizer in 15-15-15 formula. The mango trees would
be grown at 6x6 meters apart. Almost all of the studied farmers controlled blossoming of their mango
trees. Considering their mango raising, it was found that most of them raised their mango trees and
practiced adhering to academic suggestions. Their mangoes would be graded by their quality and size
before being distributed. (3) the studied farmers faced problems with the spread of plant diseases and
insects/pests, high cost, unsuccessful off-season mango production, marketing, and their lack of
knowledge of mango standards. They suggested that their quality of exporting, marketplaces, and
transferring knowledge should have been developed. And (4) their agricultural extension needs of mango
production were at the highest level in the issue of the blossoming control of their mango trees

suggested by government officials through lecturing, demonstrating, and practicing.

Keywords: Mango production, Pongtalong Sub-District, Pak Chong District,

Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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